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| love Pocillopora damicornis! In fact, |
think it is my favorite coral. For years, | drooled over pictures of this
beautiful lacy creation with its quite large and fuzzy polyps, giving it a
very distinctive cauliflower-like look. It is so cute, even not so garishly
colored coral, it can be quite striking in its variable color. To me it

represented all the aspects of corals.

P. damicornis has a very engaging history in the companionship
of humans. For years, it is known as a ‘guinea pig’ for coral research.
One thing most notable about P. damicornis is it capacity for
morphologic change. Its structure in both color and skeletal growth
patterns, vary between latitude, light, and water movement. The way
how P. damicornis produced their offspring also questionable. Until
the most recent, the origin of their planula remains enigmatic. For
years a bunch of scientist tried to solve the problem. The same
question attracted me 7 years ago when | started my master works.

To found the answer,
samples.

| collected branches of P. damicornis as

| have a favorite place to collect samples in Okinawa. It is Bise
Point. It just like a swimming pool but it has a lot of corals and fishes,
a very convenient sampling point since | could not dive. During

summer it has different visitor, Tourists.

My favorite coral, in their different colourmorph (pink, green,
brown and cream) live there happily, intermingled with other species.
Until the disaster came, the most severe bleaching event on record
hit Okinawa in 1998. And P. damicornis suffered from local extinction.
Bise Point lost its beauty. Even some species remain inhabited that
place but | felt empty. On September 1998, after completed my study

| went back home.

A year ago | was granted a second chance to continue my study
in Okinawa. Since P. damicornis disappeared from Bise Point, | used
different species as my samples. And one day on June 14, when |
just sat on the rock in Bise Point enjoy the early summer breeze blew
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my skin, | realized that | saw a small colony of P. damicornis. |
grabbed my masker, inspected it carefully and Yatta! It came back!
My lovely coral came back.

On that day | found 8 small colonies, mostly less than 10 cm in
diameter. | love Bise Point even more. Although it not completely
regain its beauty, | believe that someday Bise Point will be flourish
with lovely live corals again, especially Pocillopora damicornis.
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International
Coral Reef
Center (PICRC),
Koror, Palau

23 - 26 July 2003
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Theme: Toward the desirable
future of coral reefs in Palau and
the Western Pacific.

This will be the first international
symposium on coral reef research,
monitoring and management to be
held in Palau. The symposium will
provide an opportunity for

Pacific and to discuss possible
precautions required for effective
reef management in the future. The
following three subthemes are
proposed for discussion and further
elaboration:

Status of Reefs (Feat. GCRMN
regional meeting)

researchers, coastal managers and
decision makers to share information
on the knowledge and the status of
coral reefs in Palau and the Western

Research on reefs: Biology, Ecology,
Physiology, Geology, Chemistry and
Oceanography

Reef Management Issues
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Scientific program:

The symposium will last for four
days from 23 to 26", July 2003. It
will take the form of plenary
sessions, presentation sessions and
a field excursion. Presentation
sessions will include both oral and
poster presentations. Two half-day
field trips are scheduled on the last
day, but the number of participants
will be limited.

Call for presentation:

All interested participants are
welcomed to present papers dealing
with any of the three subthemes.
Abstracts should be submitted
electronically, either in MS Word or
plain text format, through the
secretary general
(Palausymp@yahoo.com) no later
than 30" June. An abstract is limited
to one page of a letter-size sheet
(8"1/2 x 11"). Photographs are
unacceptable. Poster size should be
no greater than 40" square. Oral
presentation must be in 20 minutes
slots (15 minutes talk and 5 minutes
questions). Plenary speakers will
have more time. The following
equipment is available: computer
projector unit, 35-mm slide projector,
overhead projector, VCR and DVD
player. Computer presentation files
must be submitted on-site by floppy
disks, CDs, ZIP100 disks, in PC
format.

Registration:

The registration fee of USD40.00 will
cover all scheduled activities. An
accompanying person will be eligible
with an additional payment of
USD7.00. Payment must be made
on-site by cash, check, or credit card
(VISA, Master, JCB, Discover and
Diners). Participants are encouraged

J jw:. ammﬂf

2003F4R 10EI%1‘J

to register through the secretary
general (Palausymp@yahoo.com) by
30" June. An invitation letter will be
sent upon request. Again, there is no
need to make advance payment for
registration.

Organizing committee:

Chair: Francis Matsutaro
(CEQO/PICRC)

Secretary General: Ken Okaji
(Research Coordinator/PICRC/JICA)
Members: Yimnang Golbuu (Chief
Researcher/PICRC), Carol Emaurois
(GCRMN Node Coordinator/PICRC)

Transportation

Palau is located approximately
1,300km southwest of Guam and
740km east of the Philippines. There
are daily jet flights from Guam and
Manila to Palau (Continental Airlines).
No public transportation or taxis are
available from the airport to Koror
city area, but most hotels provide
shuttle services. Participants may
need to hire taxis from their hotels to
PICRC (USD3.00 - 5.00 per ride).

Accommodation

There is a wide range of hotels and
motels in Koror. Rates for a mid-
range single room varies from
USD70.00 to USD120.00 (plus 10%
tax). Recommended hotels are West
Plaza Hotels (business type in the
city area) and Palau Pacific Resort
(resort type on the beach). Discount
rates are applicable if reservation is
made through the secretary general.

Sponsorship:

Financial and logistic contributions to
the symposium are provided by the
Palau International Coral Reef Center
and the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA).
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